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Robert Hollander

Dante and Cino da Pistola *

In lighe ot the attection and kigh dearee of visibility lavished upon Cino
da Pistown by Dranle wodre vidpard Elogieniie U ceaders of the Coskrigdi, al
least those readers wha choose o deal with che problem, are properly sur-
prised, even amzed 2 thal Dande makes oo mention of his Triend * in the
Compedia 1. This soody iz divided ino three peres: briet introdoctory re-
macks concerniog the relalieos belween the two peets are followed by dizous
sion of tao main points: first, that Cino, even it he doesn™s figure at all as a
character i Dante's cast of vernaculac poels i the Coinedir =, does serve
significantly ag a source for Dante ®, an argument that will fake its tocus
from asingle example; seeond, Ut Cioo waes e kave had a luphly significan
rale in the Peeodize, oo was finally noc ingluded ecanse of a ralling oar
between the cao poets *, a Far more hypothetical arpuement. Whils che fiesl of
theze points enly requires dacwmentation and this exists; T hope to have
added somevwhat toic), che second can pecheps mever be documenced,

1, Blgeree coned i

Althougl anyihing Like cectainiy W these maclecs iz bevond our reach,
the fricndship of the tao Tusean poces seems to have had chree principal moo-
menls f. L e Tiestoof these, ca, 1283-1291, i was perhaps Cino who re
giranded o Dante's sonnet (the first ponem presenied inoche Vide Meova) de-
seribing his vision of Beatrice in the arms of Amore % Danle iz likely v lave
vigsited Bolegna, where he may have gained his firse gleanings of the Bolog-
nese seufim , toowhich Cloe was soon e repar - Cing wrole a copsolaiony
poer{wAverna ched el m ageia pite per empas] for Danfeupon the death of
Beatrice ', Criven che lack of firm dueca, sl that can be said with somelbung

ule Forme ¢ la Slacas, s V(T po. 125-L57,
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ke cerrmnty s thal be 1291 Dante and Cina were aware of ene another’s
poctieactivity, Inthe second, cas 1304 1306, (he Fellow exiles {Danee the Flo

et elsew here i Dy, oo lie Pistotan in Flarenced seem mast inlerest-
cd inibecealt ol poeetry, s s evidenced by the ten poems Chat they exchanged
drnbered PPA-TAG e Mari's collection) and by Duante’s thitd Fpistle,
clmdnnti Pisroricnaie, addressed (o Cino, [roche thicd, ca, 13021312, 0
i suprpost For he Bmperor Heoes YT whichossonld mosy el sitlv pasociare
them, 6w have oo documenes that show either of thern being sware of the
other’s involvemen: fn thalr commaon cause . The teen pans of Cine's pro-
duction, poctry amd jurisprudence, are rarely soudied under the same azgis or
ihe same plhace, This s perhaps undersiandable, siven che diverse nature of
ihe malerials involved ' However, while Cino's work is split vather neatly
il o, & eorpns of amatory lyrics wich only some palitical mlerests {mare
or 1288 in rhe same proportion as will later be found in Petrarch’s collecrion
of Iyricsh und prose commentary of a juridical nacore, Danna’s i less neadly
divided, We may separate love lerie from treatise in Dante as well: however,
the Cermmediy hlurs any such artempt ac distnction. Thus we should ai

templ b understand the nature of Dante’™s response to horh aspects of Cino's
erary production. The lrst of these has lefr its mark i the Compredia (and
still mare visibly i Dante’s lvrics, &g well aa in Qe valgord Eloguentia ), the
second perhaps only in the Peeodise . since Cino tinished weiting his Gest ju-
ridical trearise noearher tan 1314 Y Itz nonetheless possible that, it Dante
met Cing when he lirst visited Belagna in 1287, he may have then hecome
awire ol Cino's carly and ahiding interest in Justinian®s eodificatian of Bi-
mean luw. Ciergin Perrocchi speaks of the certainty of & briel stay in Bologna
an Dante's parl ¥, Chiappelli belicves that Cioe stodied luwe ar Bologna for
eighil or nine years {rhe rime manduted for this conrse of srudy by the SLatute
of 12320, finishing in LM -5, Since his response ta Danee' s sonoest § Vita Neo-
1 31 e clascunalmae prosa e gentil coves was writlen cz. 1283 (it must be
remembered thar Chiappelli was Gar more assured of Cine's autharship then
many are nday), Chigppelli is certain rhat Trance was by chal doce inreresmed
i e as lellowar poct of Iove,

It is much more difficull Lo date his tirst awareneas al Cino Lhe juris,
unless enoouiig sund consegquencia rerims ¢ FY 134 reflerts nor nnly the
plosses Lo the Corpus ives covelia, as Bruno Mardi praposed =7, but also
Cine’s interest in such things. Nardi pains our thad while the phrase, in one
Torm o another. seems to he a enmmooplace of the schools of Roman Taw,
he hus not found it among gramenarians. logicians, or others ¥ Domenica

Craife wred o oo Pisinig 127
Dz Kubertis argues that the phirase docs ool serve a5 o souree (o I ki,
claiming that i wis fow menerally currend o reopire nny awaremess of i jra
ticular sosres oo Dante's part ' Whetber ar not the phrase points to ©no s
i polendial sowrez, omay well rellect an awarcness of Boman law it
broms a proximify ( the séeafioom al Bologng, Wihstever we may eveniually
comg To koo sboeut cheir acrual mestiogs aond literare comminicalions, the
aie Lhing we should probable be most concerned ra undessband is tha Cine,
whether or oot he was indeed the vounger af the v, koew bewas che besser,
and behaved accurdingly. Nonetheless, the relutions etsecen the twe voung
piels zhow slemens of resipreeily, 1L i o some extent e more oovious
macure of Cina's debi 1o Dantz, o some exten! Tanee's ruther magisterial
treatment of the younger poctin De vodper! Bfoguestio that have Ted so many
i Ired the relationship as ane best described as conreced by Cino’s depen-
dence upon the work of Dante ®, 11 makes mace sense 1o anderstand that
cach responded 1o the other, if Dante was clearly che dominant fieore. Cloo
was, aller all, che only other poel wha, by elmast gav sensures, bl come
close to expreszing the special nacure of Mante's love fur Beatrice. His can
mone on the occiston of her dearh (oAveEna choed of mapgia pin per wem-
pae s clearly reminiscent of Dante’s herics tor Tos kads 22 The consoioti
rice 15 ample proed of Cioo's ineense invelvemen) witl Danle™s texis; we cal
anls imagine bow pracefully Dante might bave reecived and sead the e,
which has the merit of supparting Lhe netion chat the God of Deatrice tand of
Dante) is noc Amare bul elbo, L scenot veraoes (v, 7512 And it was Cian
who, heginning in [310. had joined foices wilh Hemry VIT inways (il were
even more significantly invalved in lhe imperial canse than e tha
marked Dante’s adhesion wit 4, In shorr, the careers of the iwoe poets dur-
ing the twemy-three vesrs thare spannad (he death of Beatrice angd (! ol
Henry show remarkably similar concerns and zllegiances, We may only
speeulate on what Dante lhought of Cine’s evertoal worth 25 poct and
thinker; we must acknoewledge thar hiz view of Deutrice and his hanoring of
Mnle made him as spoetically conecte * as his view of the Fmperor must
have made him, in Daie’s eves, politically o,

2. Chwidde and Cieo ord Lhanies Infernn 10,61

Mewrly all rhe studies of the relationship berween (he Uwe Ttends are
devied to rhe influence of che greater poel vpoo Cine 2, Yer it scoms i
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crimsingly clear thae the relationship was a comples and ceciprecal one =, Do
whiid fosllorwes Daeand Ciesd fooretwen do coe ol the mest over-studied verses of
the © et o lorse g Giaed e voslro o chbe o disdegnoe:, fnfanec 10,63,
o b retleces, as has rarely been neded {and only once meamnglully-- by
Ciunpliehmes Canrnid a text of Cing’s, Toomy opioion, (L dees 0 in ways Lhat
clirity the meaning of the eesey ifespreiim Lhat B containg and also shad
Bpht oo Dronie™s velationalug o e shade of Guido Cavaleant and 1o the
lving presence al o da Pistoia in che firse decade of the fouriesmh ceniu-
ry, Before addressing Cino®s rexr, et us remiod ourselves of the problems
preseneed by Danee’s. Cavaleants de’ Cavaleanli speaks and Danie answers
(Infernn 10584030,

piaegrnde disse: 2S= per quesrn 2 orG
CHrCErE vai per alterss A Upcp
mia figlia o s perche wan & eeste
[ommm B s D0 00 10 o wepsin:
cole SRS 1 o gud mi e
soree g Lo vosloa ehbe o disdegnos.

I'he history of the problem his been lreated completely enough s that
Eoth writerand reader may hese be sparedit, Cassata and Cerisola will serve
wall dnvone who wishes to become acquainred with the vurious srguments
concerning the last of these verzes [hal bave been made during the past b
drec vears ™, Indeed, exepetes during che first five hundred and G0y vears of
Ihe verse's Inslory were not awara of the prablem, 20 widely wod varioosly
addressed in the past cenoary and a quarier, ivelving the reference of the
prooun cad . As s generally ackoowledged, it was only in IET0thar Frances-
wo DChvidio el suggesied that the ond of verse 83 did nel simply refer ro
Virgil, but w Virgil as simbol of Reason illumined by Faith (IPOvidiowas ta
change his mind several dmes belore he died in 1925, finally remirning (o Lhe
natian thal e pronoun reterred to Virgil as auhor of e Aepeid 7. Unil
1870 everyone who discossed the verse, apparently metivated by rhe ateater
grammarical usuainess ol cnd vy aceusacive " simply said than the peleremce
wie Lo Virgll, lacing &0 unanimons an opinion, the modern interprocer
should tread softly. However, the prablemm hidden in the apparent unanimire
af the comaentary adiii i thad itis in fact extraardinacily parbled, Foral
all agres that i is Yirgil whom Guido held in disdain, thers s Tietle by wav
cither of cogent argumeil gz fwwhy this showld have heen crie or ol anvihing
like a comoon understanding as to whar this disdaioed ¥ el shoould be wi-
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devstaod to represent, The Collowang s an ablbreviated review ol the prn

pal interprecations 00 Danee derived his poem from Yirel, while ©aval

canti did nod know ¥irgil™s cext wnd thos could nea seeite such o pocm (bicopan
della Taonad; €31 Caveabeann helud The ssoeniias pocticas e i densian (il
du Plsak: (3) Guido was more o philosepher than a poet, oas s evidencoed by
ihe tacr thar one of his love sones ColIomna me pregies ) wins so peofonmd 1
Avcgulie Koomamas gl Dine slel Garbe wrote commenibanes ap<ainiiten

venulo de Lmele, whose basic view — an expansien. perhaps, ol the tormu-
Tatinn attered by Cuida da Pisg — found more rakers than anyvone else’s )
this Lo lation ix followed by Froncesco o Buo, the Anomcoe Dlerentine,
Giiowvanni da serravaile, Vellutello, Landing, Paniclio, Castehrerro |wchio re-
pears the assertien, lne denics chat it iz frg], Venrerl, Poritetli, snd 6
By, whoy, i 1367, explicilly cives Depvenule’s arpuoment); (41 the st i
teresting variant among such formulations is found-in Paolo Costa (1819
Cavaleann did oo like epic: 08 lieevally whar is meant iz that Guidao did nor
appreciale either the elegance of clagzical slvie oo the aludy of the classics as
much as Dance did, ws 35 evident from «Donna me pregas (oharacterized by
this commentarar as & wguarzalmglios: — a hndaepedge); allegorically, Vir-
gil’s matural and political philosophy were, respectively, velipious aond Gl

Delling, while Guido was noc very religions and a Guelph § Uonmmasea); (G
apcond negation of the earlier argumenrs (afrer Casielvetro®s) claimed that
il ol chern seemed incorrect, it pechaps all we should understand i thai
Crtido did nat approve of Latin as a poctic language (Bianchil; s argumentd
is aken ane slep further b ar ceerhic Scartazeini, wha impancntle olscrves
Chiad sl s i save 25 Chal, o Dande's viese, Gioido dicl o care For Vineil, bal
that wie have ne clue as fo che resson For such disduoon, I only wilh
TrOvidio's inervention, az we have ahserved, that the divgerion of the com-
copesibary fradition beran o chaoge,

In the lase L20 vears other possibilities have made cheir way Toswiarid.
Among those who have torned aside from Virgth az the abject of Guido’s
disdain, Benirice bae parpersd che vist sgariy ol voles, i0a few have Tol
losared Pie Rajna's chaice of God. {The major problem with this interpreca-
oy reraing it Wirgil does ool lead Thanee 1o God bat {o Beateice) ™' Ir
seernns b oo bt e riost ceaseoable solulven of te problem s @ conclode
that cxi reters o Beatrice. This is to remirn to Anronino Pegliaro®s solution
wilhieul embraciong his probalive argoments 3, 1 oflzr (e Tollewing sum-
mary of the several most debared gquestions occasioned by the infameusly
puzgling verse ** glong with beiel answers ta them, not 50 much because [




| i Sy Heslanelie

P b conivinee aiteanne who dess ool apees swith o chereby, but only tobe
e abnd s aowen gaesiltoans

P Wt o wlin s e obgecr of Coide's disdain and why? Bealrice,
when Cendo coticized Dhnie Cor eibealigiznge s ber

2y Whar does the adverh Sorse modify, srena or eui? [T modifics the
verhy an s Phstie s gesture ol humility in che Face of the asiounding prasise
Pt alihoweh s g meorial, he il cyperieneea joornes Lo beavers, Ehot chis
15 the probahle soluiion iz anderlined by lig seenilarly deferenoal scaremenr oo
Bromero, when he relers to e prisdictions concerning his fotuee 1ifz e bas
hewird Frism 1 arinaca and Bruncrin as rexts to be glossed by o Lady, §he but
rzach her {ss’a lei areivon 17

1% han iz the foree of Lhe pessere remara of the verh overe 37 Danie’s
eibe gither relers to the faor thar Guido's wdisdains Toe Beatrice bos cepsed
beceuse she is now dead {and (s bevomnd the reach of the scorn of the living
Conticla #%, a becavse, al g certain point after her death, Guida and Dante
tizaprsed abowt the approprizcencss of writing of hei, Abeu! this pariicular
there has heen much delace, Tiew could Dance think Guido held the acroal
wortan Beptrice iodisdain? Vi best answers rothis guestion have been od-
fered by Giantrance Contind and Franceseo Maesoni: the «historicals Beat-
ice, even afterher deathe i Ul an sanalagy s for a hicher presence, and is
Phes s i Terent kingd of womean thar such a5 Guido wanied 1o ocelebzgle <0
And ot Drante™s cof refers to Beatriee, as | belisve 1l does, 1 hink che 2venmal
Ceasans Tar Gonide™s disdain are best descovered in g sonner weitton to Guida
by il Poseana, oo )wa’ son e eoss vosere ch o vi talpa®e,

Lhscussion of che presence of Cina in corrend siudies of vhe O maeareiia
i# mor axtensive, Mar's fandy derse and certainby ceretul annorations of the
|86 poeme aliribued o Cloo = (eome rwensy are acime dubbies) are a help-
tul source of reflections of Danie’s Bide and Fog Moo in Cino’e berics,
bt after, notueally eneash, Far Tewer ciletions of Uino in the Ormmedia,
There are, an e other hand, meny lexical and sovlistic parallels drawn be-
Leent clemzents of Cine’s Ivrics and passages i the Comeenedfio . L5 impor-
rant o Know, sinee lhere gre dicens and dozens of chese rapprochemenrs,
it Marts, i ches cespect, carefully avoids any discussinns of cinlMuences ar
citarion. He is only abserving, in good phileloacal praciice, illuminoiing
parallzls, Eie., the wee ol the word cnoveliae (Cino, 39,53} o mcan
calisoourse, conversations whichis glsecattested by To 5 25008 92, This exirn-
le max stand for all, o0 pearly all, of the lengihy List gleancd from his pages
el wlnch a5 preseoted here as a convenionee ©% Morg ro the poing, with re.

Lradare and O dw Tsioia 11

specl L Ll purpese of this investigation, are maments i loch M e

ceivey @ relavionship between Clae and the Donde ol the ©Comoeedia e
there arg some ineresting conliomntatiens Shat bewd o amen her kind of specu

o, Phe entire problem is made moee sexations by our bk ol cerian
dutes For meny of Cine’s berics, Thus, if we Tioch whon seemms v be g rese
nance of one pest in e other’s verse, which one was Borrowine Trom the
oLlier? To the Tollowing table che rewder will find & fairby Bl incdicarion of the
statws of the guestion as Marii and orhers have preseoted i darrows berween
clemencs indicare Mari®s sense o which s the influential texr; question
macks indicale bis bess corloin judamentsi:

4, 12: wor  parrd chiha "nosé nabilirates = wopet soparrd Lacog nobili-
rarcs (fngl 2,93

4,14; st pabelloy 7 asecondo che viabhellae (Par. 26,1320

e «ehtio tragza del mio cor cids ched io canton — wia mu seo o che
cuanda,, e (Paeen, 24,522 54044

2 avilths o7 avillales (e 2.43) = wvirture stencas (def 20030

46, 23-24:  wastiuso.. . invidias — qastic... inveggiae {Mars, /8,200

IS cde Ta sua weroh non & possentes o7 apunda b miaovar el e
puteeeliler (0nf, 2110;

L E s govverrchbe @ovoi del mio delores: — canverhas vos s emps de
ima dolore (Mees, 26,1477

ai,Tas e L aran placer ch” Amor mi mosser = aAmor mi masse, che o

fa parlarce (el 2.72) [here Brogoela weanld add 1711 aquesia
danna gencil che 'L L parlices):

4,1 eeclel su diolur, che siomi punge amarose =7 o taneo oin dolor
che punge o poaios (fgf =31

[30a.l omesto da Bologna w Cinedese ben " adocchios -+ see ben

adovclios (af, 29 138];

chAmor che pur m'oftendes — admor., . prese cosmi,., ¢ 'l

modo anent moffendes (Faf, 5 0000,

1520, slutio "1 imoocda conven slus coverlor < il monde «di maliziz
cravico o covertos [Pere. Thoid;

Il -1L: edi owi detrar dege’io pariande 5 3" Amar? che dal s spicipo

-3

=
[
[

proveds, 7 che packa oo, a0 ch'io dico rimandor o7 ale mi
sien un che guanda. s (Peep. 24.52-34);

103, R-4e cliamie, o, comea = 7 aconme.,, lomes (gl 10067, 649);

Ihd.2: ecelrietor a foeosuil el mostro rugienares — woli gua dal dodee stil <



12 Feophwrd flaflanqer

ey ch odoe e snon vede it da Pone o elero seilos {(Parg.
J.5T B2}

EET IS soquelha Bonce, < ne be el aegua sl poted specchires s oo guelia
Poamta, el spardi i packar si largo Dommees (fef. 2.79-5800;

1{sid H: sl dritto sepiones o wper Ao sepnos (FPar, L1120

lewd 11 woptbes Laninia bivaleas = wa semim yua g buone bobaolees
{HMor. 23,1327,

I 14 wanimoresl duhie = g pensieni dubis (e 28,971 or adubbios
alsirees el 301.2400;

I 22 sl inguay — amia linguas (ol 15870 or ala gloria de La
hnguos (Purg. 1198

[64 22 wlalinis «~ «*ldiscretn latins (Pae, 12,144, ) or wcon preciso £ lat-
e {Mur. 17.35);

144 30 wha ben di Jungi &l becea Vorbae © wma Jungt Oa dal becea
Perhas (dnt. 15.72);

16 36 b LU Lesaroe — soquivt 58 vive o gode del tesoros (e 23,133

164 50 acdepny per gran lodas = wdegne Iodes FPee 20,360
[&d4 3K: aper vendettas — avendetra di Tios (Faf, 14 16; Freg, 13,360;

LA e agran foee nesee di pocg favillas + aparva lavilla gran Gammes
accondae (M |3
186 5 amisrdellos — (Pyee. &),

I should be poinced out chat the pocm oumbered 164 5 the elepgiae
soibisie Loy Dhaneeer, weriieen, onesupposes, ca. 1321, Iisan excellenl benchmark
sl which o mensure Cina's ather rextnal cicarions. Never «lse - he as
eprniby snvolvesl inche vext of the Camrmedia as here. The obwvicusoess of the
cilatans sels ma reliel ol only the relative sparsencss of these i mosl of
Coiin' s ather posos, bul the similar lack of evidene ciration of Cioo by Danle
in The Cosreredie, Monetheless, itis also clear that a good deal imar time and
engspy ove pone inlo seeking vul Cino's citerions of Thante than inta diseay
ering the exlent of Daple’s debe to Cine. Contini for e Raberiis, whase
rteles Contin depends upon) seemes o privilegz unneccssarily Cing's debi (o
Draanaee weer hal fo Caveleanti; he is also chary in his citatians of Ciae in
Ihanie;

47.2,%; wilpoeava, L donears =Y adonnear (Par. 24,1 18; 27,88

L slola vern Iddioe — «Beaitice, loda di Thin veras (faf, 11037

11T.12; SILFD LOCMEREa s +— snovi tormenti ¢ novi ormentalie (b
Godh:

1314 acattiskas —+F carristas

LR seresd U en oler Pavicia 131

ledom-Y wlurme.. o comae — womine., . loes (Fd . WLET Rt} e

1633 anel beatn regnae o sl bewio pegooes {Pae 1235
165 it segnoe o aper dritro segnoes {Mee 111207
164.11: abivalosr — «boane bohaleee (M 23134

164, 14; wamarasi dulis o penaier dobis (M, 2897

[, Bk aha kst i longr al becen Verbae = wma e Toodsd beccu
Perbue (fnf. 157201

The regard of Pranle’s commentators” responss ma the guestion ol
Divisie’s toleresl in Cine as reflected o che O aiegeden s alea ol werest, OF
the 44 currently consulrahle in the Dartmoutk Daele Project, only 23 cven
menrion Cina (@ ol of 94 Gmes o allk, Among che carly cammeniarass
cily [he Oitirnw and the Anorima Fiorenting 0t must be cemiembered that
Pramcesco da Burd has not ser been included ke DDF) even mencion him,
end then only ance (alibough the Oolima, o Prorg, 30 121-123, docs give
spame sense of Clow's petential imporrance For Tanie gz celebrane of Beat-
rivel, While Lombardi, Porticelli (a ¢lose Tollower ol Lombardi), und Tom-
mazza all meniion Cioa e dimes, Gregorie di Siens was the firs commen
Lt L pay sigeu lcant ateention to Cinein Danre crine referetees oo oo i
his commentary o Mafemin ), and Toreaca cemants (he commeniator sl
concerned wirh Cine's presence in Dante (L5 relerences and o number ol ¢
Pations, as will be seen momentarily), iF Boscos/Regein (13 ieferences) also
evince significant interest. Some sense of the presence of Cine ws polential
sourcs tor the Camenenie in the commentary tradiion mey be gleenesd from
the fellawing ralile:

010 aint disdegnoe — «in disdegnos (Faf, 14,700 Tarraca;

A5 sriguardos = aviguacdos (e 11020 Torrica:

ih.15: whoda vera Bldios o wlisda di Do veras (Baf 200030 Bosen s
Fereie, more emphatically than Conting (see abave)

f. 14 aoquendo davanii passow — clor passepiare aneis (Feeg, 10300

Cirandegen

BES-100 el planse o pensicrs S ne lamente dogliosas — o"n i suo
pensier mange o starfristas (Ml 5T Tooraca (Tallowead by
SeartazziniVandelli and Sapepnal;

a6 clioslzumentes — otostamentes (Aef. 2322 where iis a hapax):
Clasinis Barhi;

EN2.20 200 wapelva, . Devraba., i, pivcerer — eferrati weean i strelis {faf.
289 44 E Temmasea
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[T shen Tt — emeree ol nancidessen — smercedin (fn/ 4345
Eanmtbarddi, Portirell;

PR AL AL wmelvaggia, cin & stiana 7 d ogni picran — wselvagpinn (Pure
LA Tevrpca, Casinis Barhi;

1 ] ol diri e sepnos o wper ducko segnoe (Pees 10120 Tarra-

g

Mbtever e may cvenlually cormne o know abou] (his oacler, ioeven
nw seents thal Cino®s poems were more oo Daole's mind as he weole e
Copremedio than is prosently acknowlsdped . And oo inslanee of Cing's of-
feer nn Mants iz, i ondy recencly, nonerheless foaliy, pellucidiv clear; ar laast
one af Cino's sonnets, reflecting bis ditFionl relationship with Caveleand,
wiaas of consicerable interest ro the greater poet, 10 s an early poem, enmpased
lrnost certainly hefore 1300 and addressed to Guido Cavalismed #-

Gt san be aoss easioe eltioovi wlea,
CEmc, ol Dol i o wil Zazl=a?
Crerla Dol visloarier monlpa
10 Cunne eesiro mai nessu epp gl

Caiassdate b, shed opni caria valga:
sl e O o e hagindr,
Clumshe coseine mie, dowin e seioli,
ke le sa Amare, inrans s oui e sguadoa

Ol & pams el s sona b,
e i cl igmierara oon disdeers,
anween che Tlmaends guasdi pora vas;

1L SO B s i) G basse "nigernd
ol v pincaendo, e o Palsma s,
wer o v, Jassa, ch'e Fuar dssta oepoe,

P bt e shesse shipes of vowrs 1 iake Trom vou,
G, s ke o me so vile arkisfe

o b e Eacn glad o asserble fair pactis apecche
Ll was mans af taars even prelly?
Paw clase ancation, for L an tarming vess svery paze,
it e Bop el e ks, Sen Tam el 2 diar
Wl 1 st loese chese lirtle things a7 oo
Luve hraws very wezll, befare wlenm | deplas them.
That 1 zm noonrtial o5 plain L s,
an Ao il one deeaerance kekind comrenip,
as s wlear [mam buta superficial elames;
Tur Tam snck & eme, o Iowly pencos,
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wehoi pas Pir L weecpiog, s g son Jiase |,
for i b, adas, U iz oulsicas iy odaong]

Cline’s complaint iy that Choide s accnsed bime o poetic et Aol
while heacceprs same responsibility, as aworking pest, Tor koowledye of bis
goonser’s texts 0 ke pbsolutely dendes the role of inspiratien fo Cuda o
any piler Tuiman agene), suggesting, ratier, that anly theped of Dove xnows
s souree ol twepiralion =,

Whar, for a Dancist, 1 aslounchsg aboul this sonner is thar i has had so
Jactbe setice as o souree For several passages o che Cosvmedig, especially in
the tenth canto ol the fnfeeme 5, Toothis subjeer our best peids iz Gugelisiomo
o, s «Cina ““vil ladra e 15 the most attentive siudy of the sonner thiar
has vet appeared sl is also convineing in s demonstration il the autlior
of The Comeedio was conversant with o &7, Oarel of Fers a convineing zug-
cestion Lhat Dante 38 thinking of rhe fodro of verse 2in fag 24,158 and 2501
%, where he porcroys Yannd Fuces, another Tistoian, in langoaee that 1 o
rovwed Trom Cine's poem ., The scho ol sa cw e sguadens inowa be le
souadres is evident enough [e hive been haard hofore =

The bulk of Gorni®s cssay fpp. 1291050 05 devaied 1o shawing thal fhe
sommnet 35 Filled with reninizcenses of Guide’s and Dante™s cohier pociess In
lig woidls, wnora word it che sennel s inoce s G perhaps Forgoeable aves
statemnent 1 bkt of the lack at arencion previowsbe paid the slhusiveress of
the sonner - . L3100 Crornd iz abso the Dirsd vacingist {134} chatl che piirses
s disdernae angd adi basso 'necgnoe are consciunsly reflecied by Thame
i Frfere 10, slehough Ladooe D Longa had s3id almest ss muoch aver @
cenlury ape ™, Mot enly does Dante involve himsel§with the sonneein defer-
s 34 and 25, he surely seems (o have il in mind as he defines the dodoe a0f
pove in Pyreatorio 24.32-34 . That passage seere specifically mindful of
Cinn's way of describing hiz authorial independence frem Covaleaniian po-
sie models sma sono nn wema. .. che o pliangendoe — o formulalien Ll
reflects Covaleuniian verse ©1 — may be the closest stogle polential mndel
which we can find for Danee’s « 0 mi o un che, ., vo significandos: #. -
cher, in Lhiese passazes both pocts also wsserl U Aaoore iz he soarce of their
poetry's signiticance, au leasl that they themsehaes, unlike the sell-conscions
Fober, Goado, are nat. Whilz one must be awirs of the conventional nature
if anch claimy in some poels, fram the vantage point of the poel of e Cam-
reedin, who makes his claim for higher msplealion in Far more sericos and
disrerbing waye, Cino may have seemaed more of an ally Lo gven be intend-
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cil for b Dibiink Danee, by the time e s weiige che Canimedin, has a G
phver e fimibin of s Aanores Chan Cinog ever divined; [ also beliove i |HEsd
Ble et he contrived Lo chink of hoth of them as anee having practiced a
strnvilan gl o poetry of praise,

A b need hardly remark, this study rowches on g number of continuing
prablens i oo understanding of Dante in relation ta is vermacular prede-
cessors vel perlaps nooe i socintimidatine as that pemerared frean e g ues-
e cotsed by the meaning of Bonagionea’s phrase edolos st novos [P
pavoree 2450 and the resulian] guestion of who 8 to be included — in
Diante's ming i1 this «cschools. To speak biuntly, the fradiiional under-
slumling is seovagne, indicating those who wrote snder the aegis of the wead
of Toves, hence, almost any poet Daole ever seems ra hayve praised fee.,
Cino, Cmido Cavelcanti, Guide Guinizzelli, Lepo Ciannd [T ipoe Pasel de’
Bardi® =], Tina Frescobaldi, Gianni Alfani are some of the more frequent by
i vandidares, more or less in descending order of (reguency ). Some
dpnisdi lend e speak of the schoal as though ic actually exisied, us though i
had o Beenaninvention (even a falwication ) of Danee's awn devising =, 1t
IS InLeresring rases how the commentary feadition s dealt wirh the guesiion
il the canom of dodeestifaovivi . First of all, the gueslion does not really arise
intil the very end of the gighteenth century, with Tombardi, Tle ingludes
Ciico Cavaloant: and Cino da Pistoia as the other probabic members, al-
lovwing foor the addition of soll ethers, as will many a lawer commentalon
eogr, Porticelli, Tommasea, Banchi, Scartarzing, Tocrsce, Mestica, Tric-
chi, Torenn, Sapegno, Giacalone, BoscosRegmio. IF Guaide and Cino are
censtanrs i thiz representative sampling of the lozsn commenrators in e
LE wha do, inresponge (o Purgaeorie 24.35-37, make their choices know,
L Giann 15 also mentiened by five of them, Guinizzelli By (hree, Whar
nearly all have Miled Lo understand is how radically exclusive Danta intended
Lhe wichoole 1o he % ape ol poers inspired not by Agers bat by Ciod him-
sell =7, 11 Dante ix here intimaring that kis new style is rhe umble, vernace-
lar, Christian poetry that counters aind supersedes all previons vernacolin
lve procery, i s elear Ui very Few ocher [alian poets are meant to be includ-
e — and surely not Cavaleant, The anly other paer 1 1think he certainly
meant 1o include by the phrase ole voste pennes (Pureaterio 24,38) wos
Lino [if there were elhers in his mind, they wers miorse likely to have boen
follewwers than eomiempoaries er precursors) . Should the prosent RIS
sucteet it promoting any acceplance for its general view of Cines impour-
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rance for Dante, it mav also help resolve that oo, 1§ © ey s prereeivad e
prime reason tor the plurahey of Bonagivma's peane

sinoe onr concern 15 particndarly with the tenth canto el s relation e
Cina's sonel o Guido, wezshauld atrempt tosee how Chal P fils i i
larger picture of Danie’s ceatmen of Guido Cavabeini. Far Danle, st som
point in the course of creating rhe s vcloring prose of he Vil Seove . i
wonld seem Lhal his first friend was eclipsed a5 the nururing souree for his
potey, This is seen in the texts of the poems themzetves when Guirizzelli
becomes the medel Tor the seyle af praise that, in & real sense, lakes away
Cruida's role as poetic tather (or, better, elder hrathary Thers is lirtle indica
picrt st the «firse fricads @ has this privileged persenal relationship no
longer, only that his poetic path is no loneer that of Dante, The Tirsl part of
the Fire Nugva, recounting the eTect uf the baloved on the lover, clearly was
af Cavaluantian inspiration, even unto the sinseriptions afforded T the pun
on Guido’s name in § 9, «Cavaleando alier'ter per un canmimings, Howsyer,
inrhe later paems, end surely in lhe accompanying tand still later) prose, it s
rerdily apparent rhat Thante hus moved sway fram Uhe one Guide te the alhe
(the sagginaf § 20, undoobrediy meant 1o be recognized as Goicieeelliy, thos
reversing temporal order {we remember thar Danie’s samy of oorbern
Ttalian lyric has «l'unaa alice Guidos [Purgaiori 11.95) aking (e splorn:
de la linguary in order to establish, as wis confirmed from the laer vantize
point af Purgatorio 26, thal the stvle of praize aponseced by Guinizselli aoas
the more appropriate velicle for a thealogized presentasion of the menning
of Beatrice ™, Clina da Pistoie was, aller Dune's rejection of Gude Caval-
canti, his only real poetic ally ™, That ia clear from Pe vafeart Segueniie , In
the Comvmedio wa have no replacement far Bim (the dead Guinizzalli is as
close a5 we comes e o persitively porlegyed lalian moer, &l he s clearly a
precurson and not a colleagne) ™, Thus in Purgaioria 24, ps | have arzned,
Dt andd Cine are prabably mesnt to he nnderstow us the tao mainstavs
ul the «schaols.

It iz also clear chat, at some pornt inthe 1290%, Prante ansd Guido had
sonie kind of Falling onl, A number of eritics have supzesied that this & re
[lected in Ghidn's sonnet Lo Dante «1" vengo | wrme d te *nfinite volies,
Following sugeesliens made by Contind ™, Padosn has examined (he sonnet
closely, und sees in i evidence Lo suggest thar the hastile atcilude it CE[ITCRACS
toward Dante is encugh o sccount for Guido's disderna in fnfeeng 10T,
Fadoan’s essential hypothesis seenss convincing car leasr ta this rendery. At
soms poinl between 1290 and 1300 Danre and Guido bad a ol disagree-
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pci b Fos thee paipsase ol seriting abowt love, Donee moving toward rhe ngw
theeslovpreal Bsvveon b bad digcoversd in his comemplation of Coinieelli's
wird ke i the sevinsic deac-cnd he Comnd o s oswn enterprizse iF he conid
v mnerial ching, We shall never koo 2xactly
B v webvets ths woeme aboad, only thad it did, Arnd i seems ulierly reasen-
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abile e behieve thi be and Ginide wonld have areued over these matcers.
Wb he prropsle wha ke up the cannomess gentes (v, &1 Guido com-
phaties ol having toped DPente fregoenting are thenlogians (as iz reguently
suppamed i or the tavern-crawlers like Forese aond Oecco chal Conlint insists
miight alza have been i Goado™s ol 7%, we ar least can be sute thar the far-
e s e e noel sooony longer U And cven iF Cina's anneel were g
mere e o es e 1L became a matzer of record for Thne o build oo bis
v version of evenrs fand Danre was Deguently pleazed w0 constrer his
O VETEIOR Of evania).

What has ooy vnce been discussed, as far as Thave been able Lo discow-
er. 14 the possibility chat Cina, in his counter-altack on Guido, was alsn
aweare of Cruido’s artack on Dante. Thal seems lkely to Gugliclmo Gormi 7,
With o withoul bezng vectain as to wherher or not Cina was aoguainied wich
L’ poem {0f indead, as Goond seems prepared 1o believe, Guido's was
written firsed, Tehink iis vin fually cercain thae Dante krnew beth these poens
andl thit he would have peid parricular artentian o thern, singe they deseribe
with some accnracy his own vigw af The relalivnship among che throe poets.
Here is Conda caliiog both Dunee and Cing vilfe * here (s Cing answerjige
Coniclo’s cliargme in wiays thee ee lzast seem toocall for a kind of paetic inspira-
Lo thal Diance wonld elearly Favor ™ angd hese is Ciog describing Guoido just
ws Dante has come roaee bim, full ef pride and disdain,

Linsueh ways does Cine’s sonner against Croido serve 1o clan Uy the tnlen-
oo el Lee Cavaleanti scenc in the renth canle of the falferso . His pose. that
af che poer ef Towly frpegao, s liphly simalar to Dunte’s own pose, that of
seribe fdeyy o humble end et g proud pest. (There ace those wha Cind
Cruiclo’s saltezes dMinpegnos 1o he undersiood in the samme terms g5 the <l
ingegnoes invoked by (he poel Dance in faf 2.7 The poine is thar Tanie is
there invishing Ciod s kis source. That iz a minoriny apiniae, Tirsl inherently
advanced by Coswelvetro, and warmly embrazed by (his swriter] ™, Cino, at
verse S, vy thar Do is nor an arisfe . I s sonnet was indeed 8 response (o
one of Guido's, as 18 surely the wisest hyporhesis, gad wis composed per je
rae s was usealin fengawd, then itz Dkely tha Goido had meann ioinsul
Cino'sarrisirs with a verse ending with some such phrase s oo oo selaris-
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lae, Cino's sharp racric is to aceep! the blame as pratse and oo o back, apon
iy mecser. We may be Gaocbe soee tha Ciaid et s disdain o Dlmle' s s e ol
Bearrice, expressed oo increasingly cheological termes, s swlial lies Belsind
Crpie’s devastating rebuke of his Gormes Criend . And il ebiike elies
Fzwvily on che formulations Dante oo ready o hand o o' poem, the
vary wards of whicl b binds toio his treatmenn of bis Conmer peis gemico in
fuferng

3o0ma s TProgected Bobe inche Comomedig,

Whereiriz prabably sale to clowm the che preceding argument is based
an Tairly sleong svidentiory procedures, whar follows, on (e conirary, is an
Ivpothesis, one the firs? seemed plavsible (o e over o deesde agn. Twill nor
ask the reader's indulgence for sitempring to make so unsubsianiaiakle o
claim, but will zimply presenc the hyporkesiz aed Tope thal what we sain
[Ton it may help clarity some problemalic exds.

I Dante infended o place in his Commentia for Cina, where seaeld o
Tave been M7 Ope of the enduring puzsles Dante fas lell bis commentaiors is
lound at fferne 13, 8BRS0, where the protgems: Lell: Brunetio. the third of
aldanee’s poctas = 0 avaleant b, of the vernacular poess who preceded
fuim, Lhe Niest referced tooin fafernn, Plor deile Viene U secomd), tht his
prediction of Danee’s future cowrse will be aplosseds bva ludy, surely Beat-
rice. Margierite Mulls Chiorenea arguess that, when Dante pacs the propheey
reserved lor Beatoce by Yirgl and by Dante himselFine the mourd of -
viaguida, he has not nodded, bor ois deliberaely echuing the similur
sineonsiztencys Found i the Aewerdd when Helenus promises Acncastharthe
Sibwl will vevenl hue fubace vo him (3.438-4000; instead, the peopheress Teqds
bitn Lo Anchises, whois in fact the one to make good cn Tlelenus's promise
Ch.TA6-RE6) . The argument 35 a delighulul coe, bue may B the result of too
ingenions an elTocl by cever over what remeins g trouhling bir of hosincss,
et Lhe Fact thar nob ane bat owes Figares bothogleache msisd chal ool ke
Heoatriee’s t28% o foretell Thance's fulurve, Further, the secomd ol these twe
prediclions is seeanlicil i calhng for Beatrice as clforgiore that Danse connd
ol expect has reader to think thar he had net conrradicred himselr, Ths, |
arene, hizs desive o make the change was stromg enough e everrule the ore-
imal plan, Whatever Dante's reasons for che apparen: eventual substisulicn
of Bearriee be Caeclagnida, it remains g slombime block Pon e prenars.
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Fhe commmentary prashvm s troublel whoen ) consaders Fafeene 10132
Beivenuto says Vol Dante here seess to coniracdict himselC, bul that o Cael
U e b che sedianion of Heatrice thar he will hear from Caceiagnds in
erertiva U0 thos ok socal cnc the antsanal promse af inghrectly, Vel
Ptaeiios samnpely netes che chiange that will socur, withoul comment, Casiel-
vetrneanil Yenriry, hoth of whom rake greal pleasure in catching Dante ent,
peler bee s werrore e emod s e Dandes, Loonhardi, whao loves o catch
Voenturr aud, atiacks Uis sdetractor of Dante’s power of memerys and i
siats, withom argument or evidence, That eda leis 15 cqguivalent w savine «in
comnpagnia ok lone ¥

While any miummber ol hypelbeses may ascount Tor the changse, [waulil
like 1o propose a new one. Firsh, as we have seen, 1135 hkely chal the pwe
passipes predicting that Beatvice wall tell Thanee abond the conrse of his fu-
ture lite i Heaven themselves help conlicm dhe reading tha the oed of fader
fid WLG3 refors co Bearrice %5 1o addition, our reading of Cino's sonnet Lo
Cuigla Cavaleanti as alse offered vz a further reasen for belicving thar the
enicire passage s roeled in e relalienship smoeng the Uires verpacular poets
and thus also makes Tar moTe sense it el refors to Beartice, the object of their
detraclion or prese,

I5 it possible that Dance, even after lnishiong Pecgarorio, planmesd Lo
e Heatriee ecenpry a part of the cenrral role in Pargdisn orhich he at the last
conlerred enbirely un Cacctag nadn? Al we e say 35 Uhal al least as fate as the
composilion of feferaa 15 thal seems o heve been s plan, Cocotapguizla’s
discaprse concerning Dante's fursre clearly picks up che thread left by che
prolaimiss s wards o Bouoecio, his cfdcse (Porgaioo 17,92) bringing hack
corsonad the cfrdserul fagforno 15,85 5 Fhat Caccraguida s ow described as
wll miee tesaroe (v, 121, anather clear remembrance of Foferec 13 {014 21
e Fesonaed = sugpesis thal Cacoapoida iz wo be regarded a troer wfathers
thun Brunesto ¥, His words, finelly answening Vieels promise (yferno
WL 32 thar Tranee 9qli have his furare revealod co kim (ve, 46-49%), and chart-
i hizs conrae as poed (e, 12421420, ace clearly meant ta «Tulfille the pranis-
cs made by Virgilin che cench canto of the feferno and repeated by Danie o
Devnatic i the fitreenth *0 TF, a5 my hvpodliezis would kave if, it was Beat-
rice who wis wo perlorm Che prophetie fuoction in tee poemnreveniually given
ro Cacciagnida, and H rer discowrse was o reter poinoediy to Cing, perhope
partly i pecoenilien of the consofefoms offetad (o Dante by Cinn In her
merory, it would be sdvantageous o (nd seme cemaant sizo of Ches proaes!
in the texe of Pargaiso 17- TR As Dante nears the end af his time in the heav-
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enot bMars, Bearcice calls on b ra vaes tossara e e e haalil e v o thie
Lowe ol Cionl, Tl poet o, T Ui anby G o e pocin, relers o i as «il
gy comderte: § L8 B Cane, in Che cosodentoria, i heand Soanee callieg
ol Fon cog e one Thiaete™s Deboad 090 B o poessalile chial che st o 1
eoeepsebrerend bere, I0 38 anocher circwmstanee, however, ol helps me oo D
fipve rhat o this moment Danee was in Tactrhinking ol ©ina, A Cacoagicda
timizhes naming Dhinte™s version ol he s wearhies 25, i moves amnoeng e
WArrL sels s ceveals to Donsde whinl amecarfists be was among Che oibe
stogers of thar reaven (sogual crarra @ caneor del cicloariisias [ES1, T
Irecurion has always strock me as Doth wonder Tully suppestive sl sueanpels

o us when we chink of Caceiaguids as [Dante’s progenitor (the lane
Alighicri may parhiaps be conceives] al, with thie arcler of the terns reversed,
as an actzl erusader s en che elier hand, s difticelt o find the ootion a
rewdily weceptable one "1 Dante uses the word aeeisre only rhrec other fimes,
and theroonly anes with thiz meaning ™, Tn Perodfiae 10,20 he comioanes hing.
sell, cornpeiled 1 cenee his singstog o Beatrice’s bewucy, co any arci=t whe has
reached the oweer range of his capacity: wma or convicn che mio seguir desis
ra S pindierraa sona bellezsa, poetando 7 come a l ulliome suo casoung arlss:
L, L resuldis that tee enly tww pereonnges inthe Carrorefie specificelly roe
Yerredd poas soartistse arc, inforestingly cooneh, Caceiagunda and Dante, Al
o Ciee el of The authior may seem closer looowr reach, especially when
we copesiler Chal Ue Haliwp word ariésia (Latin avafer 1 has had only oneor
rwr prior uscsin cheweirten (and presersed Tialian sernaonlan belore Dhnle,
rhie last of these precisely in the sennel whieh Clino addressed o Cionde Cav-
alcanlt and whers he insists: <o non sena areistze {0, 95, Thns o have this
turther possiblz comtirmarion thar Tande Bad Croo o ooond s e areiisda s ha
was o ave shared with Iiam the posuis crown loc Che verneular, Coning co
Lhe pussags e wae imtended Lo contein Beatrice's preise of Cino {in return
tar his of her), he gives this rele dn Cacciaegnida, aad also gives hon The wordd
rhat ha had resecvend Tor Cine: oefisir, e reward omganally inlencded For iim
whe hasl seen, where Cuido Cavalzans had been hlind =,

Cine was one ot the fow pocts of sham Tiande appeeved o 030321 306,
P ERIO-T31 3 e weas also o political ally, closely invalved in the cavse of Hen-
v WILF, L Petrocchi’s dating of che composition of the three cosdehe iz
corret {1 seauld enly noce thal T Fisd o arpoed corvincingly, iF thiz is nor Lhe
Pl o ik wp vet anscher difficult and lenpgehy subjecr), chen Danre had
oishied Peepadaorio oy 1313, hetore the death of Fleory, Belween 1303 anl
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FUEE S sametiing happened todislodge the plan lor ineluding the Pisroian an
e center ol Paegelive s Cina's defection Fromm che srmperial couss, We can b
near i defininively certain that, by the time of Danes deardy, Cino's juridics
bebivror wonld hvve astaniahed and aomeyed his Foemer friend 4 To 13120 he
lennt BirnselT ro the Curia’s preseeution of Ghibellines in the Marches ™, A
vear earhier e bad bees party oca consifm of jurizs, ecclestosies, and lay-
men enkted by the Inguisitor of Flosanee in erder to condemn a Frandseun
Friar asaberetic ™ As Biscare suggests, suclin pst on e parc ot the Tnguisi

tur al least imnplics thal Cino had spenc some time amooge Florentine jurists
and eoclesiustics eerlier than Seplember of 1319, when the cossifion took
place "I such wae L case, is ar leazt possible and more likely probable
thal Dvunte, assiduaws Collowers ol the news From Tis bomeland, would have
knewn ws muoch. We car only inagine the strengrh of his feelings when he
tearnad thin his Tellow exile, fellow suppanler of Henry VIT, fellow champi-
on of the splendan of Bealrive, was now in Flarence aod in consorr wirlohe
eoerny. The mateer is no 10 be resolved wichouot farther arohival discoverios.
Allanecin sy is thar there are deasons et meke Dante's lurniog lrom Cino
Py the tivne he began v write Paradivo a likelthood. For new, we can say eoly
s much as Biscaro did i 1928 within & few venrs of the death of Henrs, the
e Iriends Beean o fall cot ™5 Thos Danee, wha had besn planning from
the begmning teinclude him gt e apes of his feflo seode moder repiaced
hise wirl his own ancestor "' 1am gware thal so radical an hypothesis hos
labidivies. Tvis Jilficult, tur instance, te imagine o Comimedia withmt Cac

ciiguidin. However, my argunten! doss not require thal we belisve that he
winnld nat have been incloded nor that the concerns which he introduges
winld nat have been present. Whar it dees cequire is the idea that it would
el have heen he, bul Beatce, who would have given Dente news of his fu

rure life und his poetic mizsian, and chatl she would have done s by tncluding
Cino s the mos! significent of Tane’s poetic brethren. My argument s ooy
that, ance Cing was po longer Dante's new oo gavcn . as he was acearnd

g o e vidnaed Floguenio, he role of Beairice as eventual definer of the
e al the dofee st keve dreepped from Dante™s plan, The main virtue of
rhe hopprothesis s Lhat it socounts for the cesulling contradiction af the earlis
passages {feferao W ancd E5) Ocher hyporheses, 1 ihink, have dong so even
bess convineingly, Telese by rerminding che reades that Toamawars of the ven

Paresome raare of thiz uodeciakimg, one thar secks consent less than o will-
inaess Lis open i clesed hool,
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Theri are orher teses oo the & ooeesesdo Vhal ey heselil T beog
serutinized in dight of Prance's (hapebios and Geelings aboul Uino da st
Amang rhem are el coly those that refTeet upon e members al il
cschouls ol defcestfnovisg thal are celerred eoin Peesacoees: 2007 bag
those relating o fhe nature ol Dante's view of Maelda G of her wdent
e D e ol Lhe presemce of Justinian in Meeodfiso . W latever resoll ions al
Lhese and other prohlems thal may ariss from s greares sense ol Cina's -
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